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Overview
We provide high quality educational assistance to our learners, 

thereby developing their full potential

The GSDT and VisionAfriKa have been working 

together and sharing premises since 2003. The joint  2-22 

project, accommodating learners from early childhood 

development to young adults consists of  a pre-school, 

an after-school and a specialised literacy learning 

centre during the day. In the evenings the focus shifts 

to critical thinking, visionary dreaming, goal-setting, 

leadership development, academic improvement and 

active community citizenship. The trust building is now 

wholly utilised and a campus-like environment exists 

throughout the day and well into the early part of  the 

evenings. 

During 2012, the trustees of  the GSDT and the 

executive board members of  VisionAfriKa agreed in 

principal to strengthen and formalise the existing 

co-operation between the two organisations. This 

formal co-operation will bring about enhanced 

continuity, improved management systems and added 

value for learners and staff  of  both organisations. The 

target date for completion of  this process is February 

2014. 

During 2012, parents of  learners at the GSDT also 

approved the new system of  a monthly financial 

contribution by parents to the GSDT. This contribution 

will assist with the long term sustainability of  the trust 

and also offer parents the opportunity to a greater 

involvement in the education of  their children. 

For the reporting year, the GSDT had 196 registered 

learners in the programme: 63 attending the Crèche and 

Preschool and 133 attending Aftercare.

In 2012, the Click Foundation implemented Reading 

Eggs, a foundation phase English literacy programme 

at the GSDT. Monthly reports show that learners 

taking part in the Reading Eggs programme’s reading 

skills have improved dramatically, particularly when 

combined with the existing literacy programme at the 

GSDT. This online, phonetics based programme uses 

reading games, activities, songs, animations and rewards 

to create a fun and motivational learning experience that 

supports the initial acquisition of  literacy skills. With 

the help of  the Reading Eggs programme facilitator, 

Joan Borman, the GSDT looks forward to a promising 

2013 collaborating with the Click Foundation, and the 

additional roll-out of  the Reading Eggs programme for 

Grades 1-4, thereby ensuring that our learners receive 

optimal educational support.

The GSDT and founding sponsor Remgro launched Strengthen Our Society (SOS) in 2012. SOS is a rights based 

initiative that aims to strengthen social organisations through capacity building with the help of  timed interventions by 

volunteers from the corporate sector. Twelve organisations were chosen to be part of  the pilot process. Their growth 

areas were identified in a due diligence process. SOS contributed to the growth and success of  all the organisations. 

The due diligence report and process was very well received and a few organisations commented that even the original 

due diligence interview alone helped them to understand their weaknesses. 

Special care was taken in identifying seminars, training sessions and courses to effectively address the knowledge gaps. 

NGO’s require specialist training, but often struggle with the implementation of  newly gained knowledge. Some of  

the gaps were addressed directly by volunteers of  Remgro and others needed specialist training. 

The pilot project was a definite success and SOS has proven to be a sustainable and invaluable project. SOS will thus 

continue as a project and in the course of  2013, twelve new organisations will start the due diligence and subsequent 

training process afresh.

SOS

READING EGGS



Supervision and support
The Trust is registered as a trust with the Master (Number: 

IT23/2002), as a non-profit organisation under the Department 

of  Community Development (019-824-NPO), and with the South 

African Revenue Service under Section 30, and under Section 18a of  

the Income Tax Act.

“The Trust is registered as a trust with the Master 

(Number: IT23/2002), as a non-profit organisation 

under the Department of  Community Development 

(019-824-NPO), and with the South African Revenue 

Service under Section 30, and under Section 18a of  the 

Income Tax Act.”

The auditors of  the Trust are LDP Inc. (Loubser du 

Plessis) of  Stellenbosch (Reg. no.: 1994/001617/21 

– Practice no.: 944270). Their auditing functions are 

performed on a pro bono basis and to the requirements 

of  Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP).

The Trust reports to its donors through financial 

statements and progress reports. Donors also do their 

own research on Trust activities through questionnaires 

and interviews with the beneficiaries of  the Trust and 

its projects.

The trustees are: Jan Schliemann (chairperson), 

Ilzemarie Knoetze, Sandile Gxilishe, Charles Ndlebe 

and Hannes van Zyl. The trustees also serve on various 

sub-committees. 

The Trust employs seventeen full-time staff  members, 

with their work complemented by the contributions 

of  numerous volunteers: some volunteers work at the 

Trust for extended periods; some serve on various 

committees; others assist in a variety of  ways, such as 

regular reading sessions for children.

As with previous years, the Trust’s donors generally 

show extensive interest in the projects that they fund. 

The Trust values their commitment and interest in the 

GSDT and greatly appreciates their involvement and 

generous contributions.  

The financial results of  2012/2013 reflect stability. Please refer to the complete audited statement that is attached as 

part of  this report.

The work of  the Trust requires conscious effort, 

dedication and hard work by staff, beneficiaries, donors 

and ambassadors.                                                  

The Trust celebrated its tenth year in 2012, indicating the 

stability and sustainability of  the Greater Stellenbosch 

Development Trust.

Financial Statements

As chairperson of  the trustees during the period of  

the review, I wish to thank everyone who in some way 

contributed to the successful functioning and growth 

of  the Trust.

Please continue to support us.

Jan Schliemann 

Chairperson 

On a personal note...
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