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CHAIRPERSON’S REVIEW

Overview
The Greater Stellenbosch Development Trust (GSDT or Trust) strives to achieve educational excellence working with
children from a generally deprived environment. In the year under review measurable improvements were achieved
in literacy levels and in the school performance of especially the younger children in the pre-school classes and in
grade one in school. It took many years to taste the kind of success that was achieved in the past year. For the first
number of years in the existence of the trust success was just not forthcoming, in spite of many efforts by the staff
and the volunteers.
We are convinced that the positive results that are now gradually emerging follow from a change in our strategy
of running the trust. We appointed a Trust manager with a strong educational background. We put a significant
number of project committee members and trustees with knowledge of and insight into various educational disciplines
in charge of the project committees. We appointed a literacy expert to teach the children and to train the staff and
the volunteers who work with children. We also improved the classrooms and teaching facilities in the course of
the year. For the pre-school programme, 129 square metres of covered area was added. Dedicated space for afterschool care was increased by 157 square metres.

Financial statements
The financial results of 2010/2011 reflect stability and an organisation that is able to contain costs within the means to
its disposal.
Contributions to beneficiaries were R2,5 million, most of it in the form of care and educational support. In the previous
three years it was R2,5 million; R1,2 million; and R0,3 million.
The financial statements reflect a surplus of R1,5 million for the year. This cash balance at the end of the financial year
is not a surplus on normal operations: it is funds that were spent soon after the financial year ended, in order to complete
extensions of and renovations to the Trust Centre. As a result of the extentions the non-current assets of the Trust
increased from R3,2 million to R6,8 million in the year under review.

Supervision and support
The Trust is registered as a trust with the Master of the High Court (Number: IT23/2002), as a non-profit organisation
under the Department of Community Development (019-824-NPO), and with the South African Revenue Service
under Sections30 and 18a of the Income Tax Act.
The auditors of the Trust are LDP Inc. (Loubser du Plessis) of Stellenbosch (Reg.no.: 1994/001617/21 – Practice
no.: 944270). Their auditing functions are performed on a pro bono basis and in accordance with the requirements
of Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP).
The Trust reports to its donors through financial statements and progress reports. Donors also do their own research
on Trust activities through questionnaires and interviews with the beneficiaries of the Trust and its projects.
The trustees for the year under review were: Mhlobo Jadezweni, Mpumi Hani, Fred Mkontwana, Lourens du Plessis
(chairperson), Johan Bestbier and Hannes van Zyl.
The trustees serve on various sub-committees. For the past financial year Mhlobo Jadezweni was the trustee
representative on the Education Project Committee and on the After-school-care Committee. Johan Bestbier was
the trustee representative on the Business Support Committee, and Hannes van Zyl was the trustee’s representative
on the Stellenbosch Entrepreneurs Committee. Johan Bestbier (chairperson) and Hannes van Zyl were the members
of the Audit Committee, while Lourens du Plessis and Johan Bestbier served as the members of the Personnel
Committee.
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The Trust employs ten full-time staff members and another ten part-time members as supervisors and support staff.
Their work is complemented by the contributions of numerous volunteers: some volunteers have worked at the Trust
for extended periods; some serve on various committees; others assist in a variety of ways, such as regular reading
sessions for children.
The Trust’s donors generally show extensive interest in the projects that they fund. Drs. Wolf and Iris Siegmund, Rudi
Neuland and Anna Will and H.D. and Doris Menzel are all involved in various ways. Claudia Breibart of the Macias
Restis Trust visits often and offers astute guidance. In the past year Jannie Momberg, the local representative of
the Macias Restis Trust, passed away. We will miss his generous involvement. His place has been taken by Trienie
Momberg, whose sensitive and understanding support is valuable. Arja Alho, Tapani Brotherus and their colleagues
provided valuable, structured support to the project for entrepreneurs, which was established as an independent
trust, SEED, at the end of the financial year.

On a personal note...
As chairperson of the trustees during the period under review I wish to thank everyone who in some or other way
contributed to the successful functioning and growth of the Trust. To thoroughly and finally bridge all the gaps in
our community (those of the past, but also those we still encounter everyday) requires conscious efforts manifesting
as confrontation of our own prejudices, dedication to the community…and hard work. I can no longer be involved
with the work of the Trust because I am moving to Potchefstroom. However, I leave the Trust more than confident
that the new chairperson, Mhlobo Jadezweni, and his team will lead the Trust to achieve the heights befitting an
NGO that holds out the kind of promise that the GSDT has shown especially during the past year. My confidence is
furthermore enhanced by the fact that our veteran trustee, Hannes van Zyl, will still be around.
Lourens du Plessis
Chairperson

Education Project Review
During the past two years at the Ikhaya Trust Centre I, as chairperson of the Education Project Committee, met
and worked with passionate and committed people, with the education and well-being of the children at heart.
At my last Education Project Committee meeting in September 2011 I experienced one of the most wonderful
moments at the Trust when the teachers of the crèche and pre-school classes presented the excellent August 2011
letter identification assessment of the small ones. I want to use one of the Shine’s directors words after they visited
the Literacy Programme, to help me stating my excitement: I really want to honour you (Adele) for the incredible
training you are obviously giving your team. Today, I witnessed what education should be. I really want to ask your
two wonderful teachers to come and do a parent/Grade R teacher workshop for us. Imagine if there were 10 000
Ikhaya Trust Centres in South Africa!
After a request in 2009 for help for learners with reading problems, we started the Literacy Programme in
January 2010. Learners (crèche, pre-school and After Care) started enjoying reading and performing very well, as
the assessments show. I want to thank all the staff at the Ikhaya Trust Centre, the Education Project Committee,
the parents of the learners, the Trustees, the volunteers and the donors for their dedication to the education and
future of our children at the Trust – you are a great team!
Wina du Plessis
Project Chairperson
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CONTACT DETAILS
								Address:
118A Masithandane Street,
										Khayamandi, Stellenbosch
								Tel: 		

+27 (21) 889 8774

								Email:		

esmeralda@ikhayatrust.org.za

								Website:

www.ikhayatrust.org.za

